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An epistemological analysis of Zou Taofen’ s
educational thought: knowledge, practice, and subjects

AO Peng, MOU Kunyu
(School of Humanities, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract; In the genealogy of modern Chinese educational thought, Zou Taofen holds a dual identity as both
an educational thinker and a social actor. The practical value of his educational ideas goes beyond symbolic
spiritual representation, offering an epistemological resource that can be rediscovered within contemporary
contexts. Tracing the historical context and experiential formation of his ideas, it can be seen that Zou’ s
educational thought is marked by a strong humanistic orientation and social responsibility consciousness. His
conception of knowledge transcends instrumentalism: it is rooted in the practical needs of the nation, and
carries a mission of mass enlightenment. His view of practice advocates exploring and testing knowledge within
broad social contexts, emphasizing reflexivity in the process of practice. He highlights the formation of
subjectivity in educational practice, promoting a shift in the educator’ s role from a transmitter to a guide while
emphasizing learner-centeredness and equal access to learning, pointing to the educational ideal of cultivating
well-rounded personalities and promoting social development. The epistemology of Zou Taofen’ s educational
thought reflects an educational mechanism centered on the educational subject, driven by the interaction
between knowledge and practice. It offers a theoretical resource that can be extracted and applied to
contemporary educational practices in understanding the value of knowledge, the relationships among
educational subjects, and the construction of practical pathways.
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