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Review and reflection on researches of Lin Shu’s Ci poetry

LI Shuting
(School of Literature, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract: Researches on Lin Shu’s Ci poetry in the academia primarily focus on four aspects; Ci poetic
exchanges, Ci poetic literature, Ci poetic theories, and Ci poetic works. The study of his Ci poetic exchanges
encompasses both poetic creation and theoretical discourse, and, scholars have predominantly examined Lin
Shu’s Ci poetic interactions with other famous figures. Concerning Ci poetic literature, a lot of other scholars’
comments on Lin Shu’s Ci poetry have been gradually collected and published in recent years. Poetic theory
research revolves around three main theories: the “painting within poetry” theory, phonology and spelling
rules, with a particular emphasis on the “ painting within poetry” theory, showcasing interdisciplinary
characteristics. However, around the “ pattern following” idea of Lin Shu’ s theory, there still exist
controversies. Regarding poetic works, researchers primarily focus on two genres; Ci poems inspired by
paintings and introductory poems to translated works, aiming to unearth the distinctive features of Lin Shu’s Ci
poetry. There is a pressing need to enhance textual analyses of Lin Shu’s poetic theories and works based on
the history of Ci poetry, so as to elucidate its value, status and cultural historical significance.

Keywords: Lin Shu; Ci poetry; review and reflection; “painting within poetry” theory ; introductory poems to
translated works
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