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Lin Shu’ s idea of “Western learning for use” in
prefaces and postscripts of his translated novels
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Abstract: Lin Shu translated more than 180 novels from Europe, the United States and Japan, covering
historical wars, heroic legends, travelogues and adventures, detective stories, love and marriage, ghost stories
and other themes. He also wrote more than 70 prefaces and postscripts for these translated novels. By sorting
out these prefaces and postscripts, the motives and purposes of Lin Shu’s translation are summarized, which
are mainly “Western learning for use”, so as to serve the country. The idea of “leaming from the West” is
mainly embodied in the political system, historical evolution, education and culture, social ethics and literary
concepts. Lin Shu claimed to be “conservative” , but through the extraction and classification of the thoughts in
these prefaces and postscripts, it can be seen that Lin Shu, who did not understand foreign languages, also
had an international perspective. He focused on understanding the West, advocated Western learning but did
not look up to Western learning, and paid attention to absorbing Western wisdom to save the country. From this
point of view, it can highlight the value of Lin’s translated novels and Lin Shu’s cultural significance.
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