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Abstract ; Cultural subjectivity is an original concept and core proposition in Xi Jinping’ s Thought on Culture in
the new era, addressing the fundamental issue of establishing spiritual autonomy and cultural confidence for the
Chinese nation amidst the tumult of civilizations. Focusing on the logical reasoning, inherent mechanisms, and
practical pathways through which the “Two Combinations” (the combination of Marxism with China’ s specific
realities and with its fine traditional culture) consolidate the cultural subjectivity of the Chinese nation, the
connotations of cultural subjectivity in terms of the self-awareness, autonomy, and self-sufficiency of Chinese
culture can be clarified from the perspective of Marxist theory on practical subjectivity. The debate of
“ancientness and modernness” amid the disorder of traditional culture and the debate between “Confucianism
and Marxism” in the process of exploring developmental paths have triggered structural conflicts in the
construction of the Chinese nation’ s cultural subjectivity. The “Two Combinations” have further revealed the
compatibility and integration between Marxism and excellent traditional Chinese culture in advancing the
essence-preservation and innovation of Chinese culture, activated the cultural vitality of the Chinese nation, and
effectively resolved the predicament of cultural subjectivity. In the new historical stage, efforts should be made to
erasp the inherent tension between upholding the “spiritual vein” and consolidating the “cultural root” , promote
theoretical innovation, uphold openness and inclusiveness, consolidate cultural subjectivity, and provide an
inexhaustible driving force for building the modern civilization of the Chinese nation.
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the new era, addressing the fundamental issue of establishing spiritual autonomy and cultural confidence for the
Chinese nation amidst the tumult of civilizations. Focusing on the logical reasoning, inherent mechanisms, and
practical pathways through which the “Two Combinations” (the combination of Marxism with China’ s specific
realities and with its fine traditional culture) consolidate the cultural subjectivity of the Chinese nation, the
connotations of cultural subjectivity in terms of the self-awareness, autonomy, and self-sufficiency of Chinese
culture can be clarified from the perspective of Marxist theory on practical subjectivity. The debate of
“ancientness and modernness” amid the disorder of traditional culture and the debate between “Confucianism
and Marxism” in the process of exploring developmental paths have triggered structural conflicts in the
construction of the Chinese nation’ s cultural subjectivity. The “Two Combinations” have further revealed the
compatibility and integration between Marxism and excellent traditional Chinese culture in advancing the
essence-preservation and innovation of Chinese culture, activated the cultural vitality of the Chinese nation, and
effectively resolved the predicament of cultural subjectivity. In the new historical stage, efforts should be made to
erasp the inherent tension between upholding the “spiritual vein” and consolidating the “cultural root” , promote
theoretical innovation, uphold openness and inclusiveness, consolidate cultural subjectivity, and provide an
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