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Lin Shu’s Minzhong Xinyuefu and modern transformation of poetry

SHI Yuhua, WU Dashun
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541006, China)

Abstract ; Lin Shu’s Minzhong Xinyuefu was born in the late Qing Dynasty at the historical node where old and
and was called by Hu Shi as “

Xinyuefu to educate the world about social customs as far as he could see,

new poetry met, popular vernacular poetry”. Lin Shu created Minzhong
in order to achieve the goal of
changing customs. In addition, Lin Shu’s extensive use of vernacular dialect of Fuzhou and the flexible poetic
form of Xinyuefu show the similar poetic characteristics of Minzhong Xinyuefu and vernacular poetry. As a
vernacular Xinyuefu composed by the old literati, Minzhong Xinyuefu accidentally became a “ferry boat” in
the process of convergence between old and new poetry. In fact, it played an important role in inheriting the
old style and enlightening the new poetry in the process of modernization transformation of Chinese traditional
poetry.
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