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Ideological and working method implications of
Mao Zedong’ s Xunwu Survey and their contemporary enlightenment

WANG Xiandong', YUAN Xiaoyun®
(1. School of Marxism, Ningbo University of Finance and Economics, Ningbo 315175, China;
2. School of Marxism, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract: Xunwu Survey stands as a paradigm of Mao Zedong’ s investigative research and represents a
milestone document in the development of Mao Zedong Thought, holding profound historical, theoretical, and
academic significance. The process of “Xunwu Investigation” profoundly embodies Mao Zedong’ s ideological
and working methods of investigation and research, and has rich Marxist methodological implications; in terms
of ideological methods, it is prominently reflected in the application of seeking truth from facts, class analysis
and dialectical thinking methods; in terms of working methods, it mainly includes survey meetings, mass line
and typical surveys. The Xunwu Survey offers profound contemporary insights: resolutely implementing the
ideological line and method of seeking truth from facts, learning to identify and resolve problems through
investigative research; prioritizing effective approaches and methodologies in investigation to enhance work
efficiency ; upholding dialectical thinking to properly handle the relationship between the universality and
particularity of contradictions in research; and adhering to the mass line by engaging deeply with the people,
humbly learning from them and seeking their counsel.
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