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Expression and readability . a study based on
the medium of contemporary building surface

FENG Yaxing'**, FAN Ershuo’
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Abstract; As an urban medium, the building surface is a window for the public, and also provides the most
explicit language expression for the public to recognize the city. Based on the experience of using architecture
as a medium of language expression, a summary is made of the dual linguistic turns of technicalization and
artisticization of contemporary architectural surface media. An elaboration is conducted on how architectural
surface media can bear the multi-readability of a city’ s spatial structure, audience’s physical senses and the
city’ s inner quality by using this as a clue and combining it with design cases. The importance is summarized
of building surface design under the future progress of science and technology for improving the inner quality of
the city and creating creative urban space.
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Fig.1 Media composition of contemporary architecture
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Fig.3 Cognitive structure of surface media language
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