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An attempt to compare Han Yu and Liu Zongyuan with Lin Shu and Yan Fu

SUN Hansheng
(Fujian Education Press, Fuzhou 350001, China)

Abstract: After Yan Fu’ s passing, Lin Shu composed a sacrificial oration, comparing Yan Fu’ s life
trajectories, grievances, and frustrations to those of Liu Zongyuan. Lin Shu elaborated on this idea frequently
when commenting on classical prose. Lin Shu admired Han Yu very much. He believed that Yan Fu subtly
compared him to Han Yu through his birthday poems poems . From Yan Fu’s comments on classical prose, it
is evident that he admired both Han Yu and Liu Zongyuan, but occasionally pointed out minor flaws. Yan Fu
maintained that even the most excellent aspects of their works in the past were difficult for later generations to
imitate and that following them blindly was unwise. This indicates that Yan Fu was not willing to simply be an
imitator of the ancients. Though both were cultural conservatives, their views diverged in certain respects.
These differences, however, did not hinder their interactions or mutual respect. By delving into their inner
thoughts and feelings through the lens of Han Yu and Liu Zongyuan, a deeper understanding of Lin Shu and
Yan Fu can be obtained.
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