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Analysis of reasons for lack of recognition of
New Yuefu in Central Fujian as children’ s literature

ZHENG Wei
(School of General Education, Fujian Preschool Education College, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract: New Yuefu in Ceniral Fujian is a collection of poems composed by Lin Shu for children’ s early
education and represents one of his major early works. It embodies important characteristics of the
transformation of modern Chinese poetry. However, its status as children’ s literature has not been widely
recognized, and existing histories of children’ s literature lack comprehensive assessments of its intellectual
and artistic value. One reason is that the collection was published before Liang Qichao proposed the “Poetry
Revolution” (shijie geming) and was consequently excluded from mainstream scholarly discussions of the late
Qing Dynasty’ s poetic movement, thereby limiting researchers’ perspectives on literary history and its
construction. Later scholars have focused primarily on the collection’ s contributions to disseminating reformist
thought and developing vernacular literature, overlooking its early and far-reaching influence on children’ s
education. Meanwhile, rapid social changes in the late Qing Dynasty, particularly the rise of modern schools,
together with the poems’ failure to fully align with children’ s cognitive and psychological characteristics,
further constrained their potential to inspire and educate young minds. The interplay of these factors has
prevented the collection’ s significance as a work of children’s literature from being fully recognized.
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