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Characteristics of the times and contemporary
enlightenment of cover designs of Lin Shu’s translated novels

CHEN Ying, GONG Renjie
(School of Design, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract; The cover design of novels translated by Lin Shu reflects the designer’s deep understanding of Chi-
nese traditional culture and an intuitive expression of Western decorative styles, displaying distinct features of
the era. The political context of the Republic of China, the flourishing publishing industry, and the involve-
ment of book design professionals were key factors that contributed to the mature development and diversifica-
tion of styles and techniques in cover design of Lin Shu’s translated novels. Through the method of textual and
visual analysis, it is evident that these cover designs showcase unique characteristics: their layout structures
follow contemporary trends, their color schemes are harmoniously contrasted, they feature a fusion of Eastern
and Western graphic designs, and the cover fonts convey deep emotions and meanings, altogether embodying
an era’s hallmark of inclusivity and a blend of Chinese and Western elements. The cover designs of Lin Shu’s
translated novels offer valuable insights for contemporary Chinese book design, providing designers with fresh
perspectives on exploring era—specific aesthetics, enhancing overall literacy, innovating craftsmanship, and
continually meeting the evolving needs of readers.
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Fig.1 Types of cover layout structures of

Lin Shu’s translated novels
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Fig.2 Color schemes of Lin Shu’s translated novels
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Fig.3 Cover graphics of Lin Shu’s translated novels
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Tab.1 Types of text elements on covers of

Lin Shu’s translated novels
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