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Causes and governance logic of digital poverty of the rural elderly
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Abstract; With the digitalization and the aging of the population, digital poverty of the rural elderly has a-
roused attention from all sectors of the society. With discussions from the dimensions of digital access poverty,
digital capability poverty, digital knowledge poverty, it is found that digital media helps the “re-socialization”
process of the rural elderly to some extent, but their integrating into digital life does not mean that the actual
needs of the digitally vulnerable groups could be fully satisfied. In fact, in the conflict and integration between
the virtual and the real life, the inadequacy of digital infrastructures, the dilemma of digital identity metaphor
for the elderly, and the lack of social and family support all reveal the dilemmas faced by digital poverty go-
vernance for the rural elderly. In the future, it is still a necessity to take top-level design and system construc-
tion as the guide, and take the moderately advanced digital infrastructure deployment, the supply of digital
products suitable for the elderly and the improvement of digital literacy as a chance. Construction and improve-
ment of the precise governance of rural digital poverty should be conducted on the basis of adhering to the con-
cept of instrumental rationality and service value rationality, and constantly lead the new paradigm of the rural
elderly’ s action consciousness of digital life.
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