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Analysis on decorative art of rain ridge wall of folk buildings in southern Fujian

XING Xin, WANG Xiaodong
(College of Art & Design, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract; The rain ridge wall is located at the junction of the main house and the eaves of the protective
house, and is built to prevent rain from splashing into the inner hall. As a part of the building components, the
rain ridge wall has practical and decorative functions, which is a major feature of folk buildings in southern Fu-
jian. The decorative contents and forms of the wall include opera figures, geometric patterns, characters,
ancient treasures, gods, aquatic animals and pavilions, etc., all of which contain the ancestors’ pursuit and
expectations for the reality and ideal world. The expression and application techniques with the media of grey
sculpture, color painting and cutting and sticking reflect the diversity of craftsmanship in southern Fujian. The
construction implication in the inheritance of craftsmanship, the competition of craftsmanship and the construc-
tion of craftsmanship reflects the inheritance and development of the craftsmanship of the wall. The construction
and decoration of traditional rain ridge wall are closely related to contemporary construction. Analyzing the dec-
orative art of the rain ridge wall of folk buildings can further enrich the research of traditional architecture in
southern Fujian.
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Fig.1 Multi-layer overlapping rain ridge wall
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Fig.2 Rain ridge wall with opera figure decorations
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Fig.3 Cutting and sticking decoration
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