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Characteristics and cultural connotations of
hanging fish in traditional folk dwellings in northeast Fujian
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Abstract; Hanging fish is a very characteristic architectural component in China’s traditional architecture,
which has played an indispensable role in transmitting historical information, carrying on cultural context, and
displaying folk characteristics. Focusing on the decoration of hanging fish in northeast Fujian, and refining its
composition, pattern, text meaning and other characteristics, it is found that the hanging fish can be divided
into two types, four-segment and three-segment ones, and its decorative pattern has a separate, suitable and
continuous regular expression, and its text meaning includes nine categories, such as water diversion and fire
avoidance, landscape depiction, gorgeous house, prayer for auspicious luck, career success, discipline and
teaching, outstanding literary brilliance, peace and longevity, and family prosperity, reflecting the local folk
customs and disasters, auspiciousness, family style inheritance and other cultural observations. Hanging fish is
not only the material carrier of rural customs and folklore in the region, but also the materialized presentation
and regional expression of China’s excellent traditional culture, and its research can provide creation skills and
cultural inheritance value for the protection, repair and utilization of traditional buildings.
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Tab.1 Addresses of samples of hanging fish in traditional

folk houses in northeastern Fujian
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Fig.1 List of samples of hanging fish in the exhibition
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Tab.2 Diagram of the four-segment structure
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Tab.3 Diagram of the three—segment structure
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Tab.4 List of decorative patterns for each segment of the hanging fish
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