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Brief discussion on Lin Shu’s motivations for his translation career

KONG Yankun
(School of Humanities, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract ; During the 27 years from 1899 to 1925, Lin Shu published 153 full-length novels. These translation
activities reflected Lin Shu’s motivations for the translation career owing to internal and external factors. The
political situation of the Late Qing Dynasty and the Commercial Press as his sponsor were important external
factors for Lin Shu’ s translation. As a literary translator who “opens his eyes to the world” , Lin Shu’s trans-
lation motives were related to literature and Western learning, including enlightening people’ s wisdom in earli-
er times, knowing foreign literature and foreign countries, encouraging people at that time to learn western
knowledge and developing Chinese literature. Standing on the opposite side of the New Culture Movement, Lin
Shu did not adjust his translation motives according to it. In terms of translation motivation, holding strong pa-
triotic feelings while doing translation, Lin Shu disagreed with the use of force since he was a literate who dis-
liked the political proposition of overthrowing the Qing government, while he promoted the spirit of using force
firmly while facing foreign aggression owing to his sincerity as a Chinese. Patriotism was always the motivation
for Lin Shu’ s translation career. From two external factors including the publisher and the time span of Lin
Shu’ s translation and what concerns the translator himself, exploring Lin Shu’ s motivation to engage in trans-
lation would benefit the understanding of the relationship between translation and the times, while enriching
the cultural studies of Lin Shu.
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Fig.1 Numbers of different writers’ works translated
by Lin Shu
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