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Re-inheritance of the creation culture of ancient architectural model-making technology

KE Jia, GUO Yujie, WEI Feng
(School of Design - Straits College of Engineering, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract: The model-making technique of ancient architecture is an important expression of Chinese
traditional creation practice and aesthetic concept, and it is also one of the national intangible cultural herita-
ges. The traditional Chinese modeling skills had been developing at a high level in the Tang and Song Dynas-
ties. Up to the Qing Dynasty, the “ironed paper models” by the famous “Lei Family of Beijing Architects”
reached an “unprecedented” technical height. An interpretation was made of the craftsmanship from three cul-
tural layers: the craftsmanship practice of “striving for perfection” , the symbolic expression of “traditional rit-
uals” , and the aesthetic ideal of “people-orientation” , so as to put forward the concept of “adaptive creation”
which is in line with the “re-inheritance” of ancient architectural model-making skills in the new era. An ex-
ploration was made for more possibilities of model-making techniques in contemporary inheritance and develop-
ment, so as to improve it in the aesthetic paradigm, thus establishing the creation thought and beauty “para-
digm” in the new era.
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E1 “Rit—FHRE"BEEFRTHF
Fig.1 Ironed paper model of the “Complex of Spring throughout Heaven and Earth”
(CRIE SKHIRCER TN Ri—RE” BFFREEEFANIEEEHFTFIZITEND)

(Source: “Scrutiny of the Various Design Media of Palace Building Eaves Decoration of the Qing Dynasty from

the Ironed Paper Model of the Complex of Spring throughout Heaven and Earth” by Zhang Shuxian)
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