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A study on the origin of the elephant-head-pattern corner hangings
at Chenghuang Temple in Xinghua Prefecture

NIU Jiawei, WANG Xiaodong
(College of Arts & Design, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract; The corner hangings of Chenghuang Temple in Xinghua Prefecture were decorated with unique ele-

phant-head patterns. As an important element of the traditional auspicious system, elephant patterns occupy a

vital position in Chinese decorative patterns. Ancient bronzes were often decorated with elephant heads. The in-

troduction of Buddhism in the Han Dynasty deepened Chinese people’ s worship of elephants. There was a

symbol system with elephants as the core in folk traditions. Moreover, the Maritime Silk Road also facilitated

the spread of elephant images. Based on the limitations of folk beliefs in the region and the above factors, it

can be speculated that the corner hangings with the elephant-head pattern of the Chenghuang Temple in Xing-

hua Prefecture was the product of the comprehensive influence of various factors such as Buddhism, folk tradi-

tions and even bronze ritual arts.
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Fig.1 Elephant-head-pattern corner hangings at
Chenghuang Temple in Xinghua Prefecture
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Fig.2 Line drawing of the leaf corner with

the elephant-head-pattern
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