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On Lin Shu’ s learning methods and creation of Ci-poetry

LIU Rongping
(School of Liberal Arts, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

Abstract: Lin Shu advocated reading Ci-poetry as much as possible, so as to accurately grasp the writing style
of ancient Ci-poetry writers. Starting from his own practice, he believed that Ci-poetry should be written by fol-
lowing the works of ancient Ci-poetry writers instead of the Ci-poetry score. His Ci-poetry was good at construc-
ting artistic conceptions, and there were two construction methods: realistic and virtual, in which images flow.
The artistic conception of his works was mainly based on the bleak and lonely picturesque scene shown in the
Ci-poetry of Southern Song Dynasty. He also came up with the view that “there are paintings in Ci-poetry”.
These were inseparable from his accomplishment as a painter. He used Ci-poetry to describe the characters and
plots of the foreign novels he translated, replacing the context of foreign novels with the traditional context of
Chinese literature, attracting praise and imitation, which was a new phenomenon in the Ci-poetry world in the
late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China, and left a distinct mark in the history of Ci-poetry.
Keywords: method of reading Ci-poetry ; method of writing Ci poems; artistic conception of Ci-poetry; paint-
ings in Ci-poetry; a new phenomenon
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