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On the regional characteristics of Fujian Ci poems in the Song Dynasty
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(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract; The geographical distribution of Fujian Ci poets in the Song Dynasty takes on imbalance of era and
region: there were more poets in the Northern Song Dynasty (960—1127) than in the Southern Song Dynasty
(1127-1279) ; there were more poets in Northern and Eastern Fujian where the economy and culture were rel-
atively more developed than in the west and the south. The Jinshi( the successful candidates in the highest im-
perial exams) , among whom only a few wrote Ci poems, were the main force of Ci poets. It had to do with the
traditional view that Ci was just used for entertainment, and the opinion of Neo-Confucianists that literature did
harm to Tao. It is valuable of Ci to be used to describe the local scenery, and the Fujian Ci of the Song Dynas-
ty mostly described the natural scenes of the Wuyi Mountain, the Double Brook, Drum Mountain, West Lake
and so on, and displayed the deposition of profound historical culture. These poems contain a strong
humanistic spirit, which is concentrated in the patriotic Ci poems and birthday congratulations. The reason for
this is not only related to the emphasis on moral integrity and ethics in Neo-Confucianism, but also related to
the temperament of Fujian people.
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