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Research on the reversal of social forms and values in Fujian newspaper advertisements

taking Fujian Reported (1897—1937) as an example

LI Laibin, ZHOU Huaqing
(School of Humanities, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract; The emergence of newspapers brought advertising into the era of mass communication. Advertising

followed the rapid expansion of the credibility, speed, and scope of the newspapers. While meeting people’ s

material and cultural needs, it promoted the development of industry and commerce and the transformation of

consumer culture. Fujian Reported has a wide range of advertisements, reflecting all aspects of social life. At

the same time, it fits the historical reality of the semi-colonial and semi-feudal society in Fujian from the end

of the Qing Dynasty to the beginning of the Republic of China. It opens a new way for studying the transforma-

tion of social life and modernization in Fujian: it covers the spread of Western culture and consumer ideas in

Fujian, the surging political situations, as well as the Fujianese’ s western outlook and their dependence and i-

dentification on their national culture.
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Fig.1 Advertisement of British and Swiss Condensed
Milk Company published on September 6, 1927;
advertisement of American Shanghai Palmolive

Company published on September 6, 1927
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Fig.2 Advertisement of Xingshi Brand Chisso Fertilizer Company
published on June 16, 1926 (left) ;
advertisement of Shanghai Huasheng Electric Manufacturing Factory
published on June 29, 1927 (right)
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