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Architectural features and cultural connotations of Buddhist
cave temples in Southern Fujian

SUN Qun, SHENG Yigian, CHENG Yan, PENG Huini
(School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract: The Buddhist cave temples in Southern Fujian are non-independent rock-attached stone-wood struc-
tures with natural caves as spaces, integrating natural caves and artificial structures. The location of the site
ranges from plain forests to cliffs, with the characteristics of small and flexible space and varied layout. They
have not only the characteristics of deep caves, but also the characteristics of traditional architectural and dec-
orative styles in Southern Fujian, which reflect the great coordination between architecture and environment
and have unique regional characteristics. As a non-renewable historical architectural heritage, the Buddhist ca-
ve temples in southern Fujian integrate many values such as cave art, architectural art, garden art, religious
philosophy and social psychology, and are endowed with many religious connotations and cultural connotations.
Keywords: southern Fujian Buddhism; cave temple architecture; architectural forms; architectural features;

site selection characteristics; cultural connotations
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Fig.1 Tiger Creek Cave Temple’s corner cave
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