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Design attributes and strategies of elderly-oriented products

CHENG Yongsheng, XU Xiaoqi, LI Bo, HUANG Yijie
(School of Design & Innovation, Xiamen University Tan KahKee College, Zhangzhou 363105, China)

Abstract : This research aims to actively respond to the national strategy of population aging, improve the cur-
rent design, research and development level of products suitable for the elderly, and further meet the increas-
ingly urgent needs for elderly-oriented products. It starts from the perspective of the psychological and physio-
logical characteristics of elderly users, and then deconstructs the physiological and psychological needs of the
elderly according to “the survival needs, relationship needs and growth needs” in ERG theory. Then it
deduces the four design attributes of “function simplification, perception enhancement, safety and stability and
appearance integration” in the process of designing elderly-oriented products. Combined with the elderly-orien-
ted design method of “universal design, accessible design, unconscious design and emotional design” , corre-
sponding design strategies are put forward for different types of elderly-oriented products, so as to provide theo-
retical and strategic reference for the research of subsequent related elderly-oriented design.
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