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Identity construction in Osbert Sitwell’ s autobiography
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Abstract: Osbert Sitwell ( 1892—1969) is a British modernist writer in the first half of the 20th century. In

his five-volume autobiography Left Hand, Right Hand , he constructs his ideal image as a nobleman, an aes-

theticism artist and a rebel of stale ideas by consciously choosing biographical materials. Compared with the bi-

ographies written by others, it can be seen that the autobiography shows strong self-consciousness because of

its strong subjectivity and interpretiveness, and it is an important attempt for the autobiographer to know and

construct himself, and then endow himself with the value of existence. This autobiographical rhetoric art shows

the writer’ s spiritual appeal for self-identity, which embodies the modern identity consciousness of the British

elite in the first half of the 20th century, and is also an important manifestation of the writer’ s creative psy-

chology and motivation.
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