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On Cai Tinglan’ s disaster writing

LI Yanping

(Minnan Culture Research Institute, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

Abstract: During the Qing Dynasty, Cai Tinglan, as the only successful candidate in the highest imperial ex-

aminations in Penghu, had a deep sense of disaster and a strong attachment to his hometown. In addition, his

unique experience of being shipwrecked and drifting overseas impelled him to constantly explore the value of

life. He created a series of disaster relief poems entitled “Begging for Emergency Relief” and wrote a book of

travel notes Miscellaneous Notes of the Voyage to the South of the Sea. lis disaster writing records history in a

literary way, and its historical value can never be underestimated. Because of its vigorous and self-integrated

writing style, it triggers off a wave of disaster writing and enriches the creation of disaster literature. Thus, it

has certain literary value.
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