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Legal research on the collaborative application of voluntary guardianship and trust

GUAN Yugqin
(School of Law, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract; With the coming of an aging society and the emergence of fewer children, the number of empty-nes-
ters in cities and towns, the left-behind elderly in rural areas, and the disabled and mentally disabled older a-
dults is increasing. They need support and help from the government and social organizations. Drawing on the
supplemental needs trust in the United States, the voluntary guardianship contract in Japan, and the hospice
trust in Taiwan, considering China’ s national conditions, it is proposed to establish a government compulsory
trust for the disabled and mentally disabled elderly and a voluntary guardianship trust for the widowed and
childless elderly. The government performs the duty of guardianship, and the society assumes the responsibility
of care-taking. Efforts have to be made to strengthen personal care and property trust management for the elder-
ly in trouble who lack guardianship, improve the supply capacity of social provision for older adults and pro-
mote the development of China’s old-age care.
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