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Experience of Hakka Earth Buildings to deal with water

environment in mountainous areas

WANG Shan
(School of Architecture, Huaqiao University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract; In order to deal with the special hydrological environment in southwest Fujian, Hakkas have accu-
mulated a series of traditional experiences in building Earth Buildings. Through field research and historical a-
nalysis, it is found that the traditional experience of Hakka Earth Building’ s adapting to the water environment
in mountainous areas is at least reflected in three aspects: water environment siting, water supply and drainage
layout, and watertight construction. After analyzing these experiences one by one, it can be seen that they are
often interspersed with such unique contents as geomancy stress, ecological consideration and cultural pursuit

with Hakka characteristics. This is very different from the mechanical rationality of the relationship between ar-

chitecture and water under the influence of modern technology.
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Fig.1 Ideal site selection model of earth buildings in

mountains’ water environment
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Fig.2 Location of yin-yang water wells in inner

courtyard of HeguiBuilding
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Fig.3 Drainage plan of the Nanchang Building
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Fig.4 Drainage plan of the Chengqi Building
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