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A comparative study of Lin Shu’s and Lin Yutang’s translation
thoughts and their significance

HU Pingying, Zhang Jiaxiu
(School of Humanities, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract: Lin Shu and Lin Yutang, one as an “importer” of foreign cultures, and the other as an “exporter”
of Chinese traditional culture and civilization, had devoted to cultural exchanges between China and foreign
countries in the age they lived. China being in dire peril led to Lin Shu’ s ideological motivation of translating
foreign novels to save the nation. Living abroad and being proficient in east and west cultures, Lin Yutang gen-
erated the translating and writing thought of spreading ancient Chinese civilization and wisdom to the West.
Their different translation thoughts and motivations resulted in different selection of culture input or output,
subject matters, translation strategies like domestication or foreignization. Both Lin Shu’s and Lin Yutang’
translations were popular in the target society because their translational ideology chimed in with the mood of
the target countries. Therefore their translations had constructive effects on culture and mainstream ideology in
the target society.
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---1 was under the tutorship of Chao Shengtsai
of Wulin ( Hangchow) . --- When I went up on
board the boat, 1 saw the peach and pear trees on
the banks were in full bloom, but I felt like a lonely
bird that had lost its companions and as if the world

was going to collapse around me'*'".
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Over the bridge, there was an open hall over-
looking the water, called “ After My Heart” — the
reference was to an old poem: “When the water is
clear, T will wash the tassels of my hat, and when

the water is muddy, I will wash my feet'”'".
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