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Characteristics of Xin Qiji’ s “Partridge in the Sky”

ZENG Yue
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Abstract ; Xin Qiji, the most noted Ci writer in the Song Dynasty with the largest quantity of works passed on,

won his literal reputation partly on his precise and strict thyme. Of the 629 Ci poems by Xin Qiji, 63 were with

the tune of “Partridge in the Sky” , accounting for the largest number of Ci poems stored in each tune. His

“Partridge in the Sky” poems were written within a concentrated period when the tune was in its prosperity ;

they cover a wide range of themes and enjoy remarkable achievements in the creation of the same theme; they

generally convey peaceful and moderated emotions, while also showing changes in the range of emotional ten-

sions of the tune. These characteristics are of great significance for Ci writers to choose tunes and for readers to

further understand Xin Qiji’ s works.
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Tab.1 Statistics of Ci creation time of “Partridge in the Sky” by Xin Qiji
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