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Exploration of “Li” in The Research of Classic Prose in CHUN Jue-zhai
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Abstract; The masterpiece of ancient prose creation theory by Lin Shu in the late Qing Dynasty, The Research
of Classic Prose in CHUN Jue-zhai, which was based on the continuation of the predecessors’ concepts and com-
bined with his own experience, put forward an ancient prose theory with the core concepts of “studying the clas-
sics”, “understanding the reason” and “following the tradition” , and these three are connected by the word
“Li”. The connotation of “Li” in the text is not only manifested in the scriptures of Sages, especially the princi-
ples of self-cultivation, knowing the world, and understanding the reason in the classics of Confucianism, but al-
so manifesting the law of the world and values behind life experiences. In addition, “Li” not only guides the cre-
ation of ancient essays, but also serves as a measure of their artistic value, as well as constituting an important
connotation of the writing subject’ s own self-cultivation. Therefore, exploring and expounding “li” on the basis
of the original text is of great significance to understand Lin’ s ideas on ancient prose writing.
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