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“Establishing political principles” and “becoming a saint” ;
two tendencies in ancient prose writing of candidates’ volumes in the early Song Dynasty

YANG Yili
(Tocal Literature Research Center, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract; In the early Song Dynasty, there were two tendencies, namely “establishing political principles”
and “becoming a saint” , in ancient prose writings of candidates’ volumes. The former was represented by
Wang Yucheng, whose ancient prose writings were mostly based on the “Six Classics”. He tried to set rules for
Chinese monarchs and ministers and showed the attitude of wanting to be the monarch’ s teacher. The latter,
represented by Liu Kai and Zhang Fu, tried to expound not only the Confucian way but also the behavior which
was in line with Confucian norms. Their purpose was to give their ancient prose writings the same status of the
“Six Classics” and even surpass them, so that they themselves can become saints. In Zhangfu’ s opinion, au-
thors should use the classical and inscrutable language to generate profound implications because the language
used to expound the Confucian way should not be readily comprehensible. Grasping these two tendencies will
help us further understand the connotation of some literary theories such as “transmitting the Confucian way
and clearifying the heart” at that time.

Keywords: “establishing political principles” ; “becoming a saint” ; the early Song Dynasty; ancient prose
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