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Shaping of people by literature from the perspective of Speech Act Theory

LAI Tingting
(School of Liberal Arts, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

Abstract; The core point of the Speech Act Theory is that language has the function of doing things. The liter-
ary fictional discourse also has the function of doing things, that is, to construct the literary and artistic world.
Its effects on reality are in fact the speech acts, i.e., the perlocutionary acts produced by illocutionary acts,
which is mainly reflected in the fact that the reader and the author respectively shape themselves through such
speech acts as intentional reading and writing. The ideal cultural personality displayed by the author in con-
structing the world of literature and art, and the collective intentionality formed in the state of authorized inten-
tions of both the author and the reader, play an important role in shaping the two subjects. To explore how the
literary fictional discourse can shape people from the perspective of the speech act theory can help deeply un-
derstand the practical function of literature.
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