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A study on the types, characteristics and social functions of Fuzhou’s
guild halls in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

WANG Junyan
(School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract: Fuzhou was an important political, economic and cultural center along the southeast coast of China
during the Ming and Qing Dynasties, and a number of guest guild halls were concentrated there. Generally
speaking, these guildhalls can be divided into three types: administrative guild halls, commercial guild halls
and imperial examination guild halls. The locations of these guildhalls were chosen and distributed according to
their own characteristics and business needs. In the special stage of social transformation in Fuzhou in modern
times, these guilds played a great role in fostering local friendship, promoting commerce, inheriting culture,
advocating faithfulness and so on. At the same time, they were also an important supplementary force of social
management in Fuzhou during the Ming and Qing Dynasties.

Keywords: Fuzhou; guild halls in Ming and Qing Dynasties; types and characteristics; urban distribution
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Fig.1 The Eight Banners Guild Hall in Fuzhou
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Fig.2 The Gutian Guild Hall in Fuzhou
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Fig.3 The Anlan Guild Hall in Fuzhou
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