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Keeping pace with the time and serving the society :
On Lin Shu’ s ancient prose creation

WANG Ting
(The Research Center for Chinese Ancient Literature, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract; Lin Shu rose to fame for his translation of western novels, and his translation was highly regarded,

to a large extent, because of his profound knowledge of ancient Chinese literature. With a comprehensive view
of Lin Shu’s “The Collected Works from Weilu Studio”, “The Sequel from Weilu Studio” and “The Three

Collections from Weilu Studio” , it can be revealed that he based his works on emphasizing the importance of

truth and emotion while inheriting the Confucian way, exposing social problems, and expressing his personal

feelings. In addition, the method of creation is also in general agreement with the theory of ancient Chinese lit-

erature discussed in “Critical Essays on Literature from Chunjue Studio”. By selecting some of the representa-

tive works for analysis, this paper aims to clarify the achievements of Lin Shu’s ancient prose.
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