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Resolving the “plight of narration” and establishing the “way of narration” .
Lin Shu’ s translation turn during his stay in Hangzhou

YANG Yili
(School of Humanities, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract: From 1899 to 1900, Lin Shu, who made a living in Hangzhou, published his first translation of La

traviata. He cooperated with Wei Yi to complete the translation of Uncle Tom’ s Cabin, and wrote the preface

for the magazine Yilin. The events above had a great impact on Lin Shu’ s translation and his life. Benefiting

from the social network of Fuzhou scholars in Hangzhou, Lin Shu got rid of the “plight of narration” that had

beset him for many years and gained a great reputation as a scholar through the publication of La traviata.

Meanwhile, influenced by the academic atmosphere at that time and constrained by practical conditions such

as “assisted translation” , Lin Shu gradually shifted his focus from western political and historical works to no-

vels in order to express his opinions better. The Hangzhou period was an important turning point in Lin Shu’s

translation and laid the groundwork for his later life.
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