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Study of the master-disciple relationship of Painter Lin Shu

WANG Shaoyu
(College of Fine Arts & Design, Minjiang University, Fuzhou 350108, China)

Abstract: Lin Shu’s artistic progress mainly benefited from the classics seen in his travels. He took ancient

paintings as his teacher. Among all the ancient painters, Wang Meng, one of the Four Masters of the Yuan dy-

nasty influenced him the most. Wang Meng, as delicate as Wu Li and as extensive as Wang Hui, is the epito-

me of the Chinese traditional painting. In addition, Wang Meng’ s paintings are so clearly expressed that others

can learn his skills just by observing his works. Therefore, Wang Meng’ s paintings stand for the acquisitive

and reachable beauty. Of course, that Wang Meng in Lin Shu’ mind only mirrors a few partial reflections of

him. These reflections reveal Lin’ s intention to systemize and logicalize his own painting skills and style. As a

result, Lin Shu’ s paintings are deliberate and exquisite, while free-spirited unconventional and uninhibited

expressions are hardly seen.
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