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A study on students’ motivations for studying

journalism and their career tendency
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Abstract: College students’ motivations for studying journalism and their career tendency were investigated.

By using factor analysis and other methods, it was found that their learning motivations include the pursuit of a

colorful life and economic independence, the search for the sell and serving the society. The ideal working

fields for journalism majors are society and culture, science and development, and politics and business. There

is a positive correlation between students’ motivations for studying journalism and their career tendency, but

there is little difference between sexes. Such results show that journalism majors favor “soft news” fields,

which is related to the development of society, the pursuit of interests advocated by the media and individual

choices in the social environment. The government, society, journalism education circles need to take corre-

sponding measures to jointly promote the development of journalism educationin the new era.
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Tab.1 Students’ motivations for studying journalism

BLLEIN FEAKL FH{H PRz EHI/AEWEZ(%)
ZLERMNAETE T 252 3.948 4 1.002 6 64.8
AT AR R A 252 3.714 3 0.972 6 61.7
F a2 252 3.5159 0.890 3 53.4
A LUA AR 252 3.507 9 1.732 48.8
APl IR 252 3.456 3 1.014 9 49.2
MUAEZMAEF 252 3.424 6 1.088 8 50.0
AT LATEA G 251 3.410 4 1.063 5 50.2
AR M LAE 251 3.362 5 1.196 7 49.0
i TN 251 3.338 6 1.054 9 44.1
X PR R 5% i 11 1) £ 252 3.2579 1.1813 40.7
o 35 e I 74 R 252 3.111 1 1.046 5 34.0
AP H5AIE %S 251 3.107 6 0.98 33.7
EWREE 252 29325 1.093 27.9
A ECE AR 252 2.908 7 1.123 6 27.4
AT LA A iRAT BBl 2 252 2.881 1.112 1 25.9
5 BBUR 4 Jé 252 2.8452 1.039 21.9
PO R EER T IUPNI 4k 252 2.801 6 1.041 1 20.7
HUEZREE 250 2.744 0.956 1 16.8
ATLAA B 44 252 21111 0.899 1 5.7
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B (KMO) = 0.911, Bartlett BRIE A8 56 A9 3T {1 K 5
I3 &7 =2474.215, A df= 171, B & PR
p<0.001 iAW FEIKF-, FHAEEH KT Kaiser prifE
1 FER S A A, 5 220 63.854%, POASE
RO HRE S R 5 AT DA N 2 R A T B
S AR K SERRSS 412 AN HERE g 2,
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Tab.2 Four dimensions of students’ motivations for

studying journalism

N SEHE bafEZE Cronbach’s Alpha

LRI 252 3.7262 0.058 18 0.828
ZPFMSL 251 3.4317 0.344 47 0.671
AFkAEE 251 3.174  0.599 6 0.793
Mgtk 248 2912 0.752 0.886
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Tab.3 Students’ideal journalism working fields

N BRRME P bRiEE k- SRR/ IR (% )
il 180 72 3.8533  1.000 1 1 68.89
pe s 177 75 3.8087 0.926 73 0.859 64.97
RLES 181 71 3.4722  1.016 24 1.033 49.17
PRI 179 72 3.453 1.102 65 1.216 51.4
= o 180 72 29551  0.931 68 0.868 25.56
RN B] 180 72 27778  0.966 22 0.934 20.56
P 178 73 27389  1.010 36 1.021 24.16
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N BRI P AR k= TR/ IR (% )
WHi 180 72 27333  1.006 13 1.012 21.11
2k 183 69 23867 1.11786  1.25 18.03
PR 180 72 23799  0.994 84 0.9 12.78
(UNCES 181 70 22599  1.09245  1.193 10.5
Qe S 184 68 22556 0.93428 0873 7.61
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Tab.4 The three dimensions of students’ ideal journalism

working fields

N ¥iE R FE
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B kE 251 1.870  0.023 0.935
g SmEl 251 1.802  0.067 0.896
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