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Stepping-stone of Western philosophy towards modern times
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Abstract; From the perspective of the transition of modern western philosophy, this paper demonstrates that
Hegel, with extraordinary speculative momentum, constructs a universal logical philosophy system with abun-
dant connotation and “absolute spirit” as its core. However, at the end of his “vast and meticulous” system of
speculative philosophy, “the independent man” , who had the supreme value, disappeared into the net of “ab-
solute spirit” that Hegel had woven, and degraded into a “knot” that means nothing more than a “tool” , vio-
lating nearly three hundred years’ humanistic value orientation with “man being the end” in western philoso-
phy. In the Post-Hegel period, the majority of western philosophy masters who broke through the contour of the
new trend of thought, for example, Schopenhauer and Marx, took Hegel as an argued and criticized case,
which, unexpectedly making Hegel a special stepping stone leading modern philosophy towards the contempo-
rary times.
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