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Abstract; Natsume Soseki, in his posthumous work Light and Shade, referred to the world depicted in the no-
vel as a binary one. “A binary world with licht and shade” , originally a Zen quote, means that light and shade
are blended with each other, i.e., there is light in shade, and shade in light. That is the greatest characteristic
of the novel, with the dialectical relationship running throughout it. Such a relationship lies not only in the cat-

egory of meaning, but also in the method of creation. The creation of the character Kiyoko integrates the binary

opposites of light and shade, suggesting the difficulty in seeking spiritual redemption for modern people.
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