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Research on the present situation and predicaments of small towns in
local urbanization

——A comprehensive evaluation of urbanization based on four small towns in Fujian province

ZENG Xianjun', ZHUO Dexiong', LI Yun®, CHENG Bin',
(1.School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China;
2. School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518060, China)

Abstract: Based on a nationwide survey on small towns ( Fujian Province) conducted by the Minis-
try of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, the current status and issues of the small towns in lo-
cal urbanization were investigated from three aspects: the basic economic and social situations, the
demographic urbanization rate and the quality of demographic urbanization. The findings of the study
revealed that: 1) the sampled small towns are suffering from comprehensive hollowing out and mar-
ginalization in their development; 2) the urbanization rate of registered population is significantly
lower than that of the resident population; 3) in spite of the functions fulfilled by small towns as the
urban space carriers in rural areas, the quality of urbanization in small towns is generally low, most
of which is comparable to that of the rural population in the whole country and Fujian province. This
is an indication of insufficient attraction of small towns to its surrounding rural areas in the urbaniza-
tion process.
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Tab.1 Demographic table of the sampled small towns in 2015

s YNEVIN Y NEVIN + HBTAT AL km?
E SN - ~ o .
FEEAO wWAEAO FEENH wWAEAD E I g AR F X AR
B BT AR 14 637 13 423 5618 7 649 70 0.93
AR BN Je T 15 675 15 028 6 949 7 075 31.78 0.35
b AL EEN ML 26 190 17 813 5756 15 000 248 1.35
FE I B PO AR 4 18 871 17 990 11 806 12 176 58.8 0.93
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Fig.1 Method and principle for evaluating

population urbanization quality
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Tab.2 Comprehensive evaluation index system of popu-

lation urbanization quality!"!

BRANAE FEARBEHL E
Ak R B ST ECA /SR A 0.149 1
sz 0.092 2
RESCH 0.171 6
FARA:TE 5 2
JEA S 0.105 3
A3 R 3 0.201 8
X BIRE A 0.144 6
INGESP &R VN
Yy R GMESZ H 0.135 4
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Tab.3 Hierarchical classification of population

urbanization quality

R E PN FEEAH X 5]
1 o PR IR L >0.8
2 rh e BT R b AL 0.6~0.8
3 rh & BT E AL 0.4~0.6
4 IR BT AL 0.2~0.4
5 s T bkdzE Ak <0.2
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Fig. 2 Regional distribution of sampled small towns
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Tab.4 Economic development of sampled small towns in 2015
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Tab.5 Characteristics of social development in sampled small towns in 2015
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Tab.6 Evaluation of population urbanization rate

in sampled small towns in 2015
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Tab.7 Single index comparison of population urbanization quality in sampled small towns in 2015
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THEREH  22.04 24.89 34.32 17.39 5.68 18.21 26.14 11.19
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