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Taihua fairy princess worship on Hainan island during Yuan to Qing dynasties

Zhang Zijun
(College of Liberal Arts, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632, China)

Abstract: In local peoples’ mind, Taihua fairy princess, similar to Ma Zu in Putian, Fujian, gave
peace to the local people and saved the people during disasters, droughts, contagious diseases and
thefts. There goes a saying that worshiping Taihua fairy princess would evade you from the disasters,
that is why some people still worship her today. We attempt to study Taihua fairy princess in terms of
legendary introduction, cultural interpretation, the attitude of the local officials and the people to-
wards Taihua fairy princess and the connection with Ma Zu worship, focusing on historical
documents—inscriptions and local chronicles compiled by the officials or folks in the Qing dynasty.
From the Yuan dynasty to the Qing dynasty, Hainan folk people worshipped Taihua fairy princess
without interruption in a strong tint of Taoism. From the era of Jiajing emperor to the end of the Qing
dynasty, the federal administration took a similar attitude toward the fairy princess and sponsored the
repair of the temples and the incense. Taihua fairy princess worship remained a prosperous scene
until 1949.

Keywords: Taihua fairy princess; Ma Zu; historical culture
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