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Albert Schweitzer’ s ethic thoughts on holding life in awe and its contemporary value

Yuan Xiaoyun
(School of Marxism, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract; Albert Schweitzer is an important figure in modern human history, whose ethical thoughts

of holding life in awe is the core of his thought system. Holding life in awe not only means holding

human life in awe, but also means holding nature in awe, including the life of animals and plants.

Schweitzer argues that the self-division of the will of life is the origin of the ethics of holding life in

awe, that the co-existence (unity) of life is the intrinsic basis of the thought, and that holding all

life in awe is the ultimate values goal of the thought. As the technical rationality is still prevailing, it

is important to reflect on the technical rationality to construct a life ethical community from the per-

spective of the value of life in the ethics of holding life in awe.
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