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Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels’s thoughts on social security
and their contemporary value

Li Xiaolan
(School of Management, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract: A sound social security system is an important guarantee of social stability, economical

development and national long-lasting peace. In the critical period of establishing a more equitable

and sustainable social security system in China, it is paramount to review Karl Marx and Friedrich

Engel’s thoughts on social security. Marx and Engel’s thoughts on social security can be divided into

three levels, including the general discussions of social security, critical analysis of capitalist social

security and predictive supposition of the social security of the future society. In the reform and de-

velopment of social security, China should take Marx and Engels’s thoughts on social security as a

guidance, adhere to the main position of public ownership, strengthen the country’s leading respon-

sibility and improve the social security system to ensure the faimess, equitability and sustainability

of the social security.
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