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The legal protection for the rights of the disadvantageous in unmarried cohabitation

Liao Hanwei
(Law School, Fuzhou University, Fuzhou 350116, China)

Abstract; Generalized unmarried cohabitation is more conducive to protecting the legal rights and

interests of the disadvantageous in unmarried cohabitation. Since the middle of the twentieth cen-

tury, regulating unmarried cohabitation and protecting the legitimate rights and interests of the disad-

vantageous in the unmarried cohabitation has become a trend of legislation in the main countries of

the world. In China, despite that there is a large number of unmarried cohabitations, the marital law

has been neglecting (taking evasive attitude to) the unmarried cohabitation, while the academic cir-

cle tends to be conservative. So it is necessary to expand the connotation of unmarried cohabitation,

to define the disadvantageous in unmarried cohabitation, and to protect the legitimate rights and in-

terests of the disadvantageous in unmarried cohabitation.

Keywords: unmarried cohabitation; the disadvantageous’ right and interest; discrimination; the

best interests of the disadvantegeous
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