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The gaming between good and evil .

The characterization of Jason in the novel “The Sound and The Fury” from the perspective of literary pragmatics

Xiao Cuiling
(School of Foreign Languages, Fuzhou University, Fuzhou 350116, China)

Abstract; Based on a newly selected corpus-five dialogues among Jason and other characters in the

novel “The Sound and The Fury”, we integrate strategies for conversation turn-taking, impoliteness

principle and theory on conversation (dialogue) implicature to conduct a literary pragmatic analysis

of Jason. We try to identify the evil nature of Jason, such as his scolding and hatred to other people,

his self-pity and self-importance and his greediness. Moreover, the dialogues are also used to reveal

the contradictions among the characters involved in the dialogues, especially the gaming between

him and Dilsey, i.e. the gaming between good and evil. We also illustrate the profound theme of

the novel-only love and enduring can save people.
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Fig.2 Impoliteness analysis of dialogues between Jason and Miss Quentin
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