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American female missionaries and the cultural expansion of modern public space in Fujian

Chen Zhonghui
( Humanities Department, Fujian Preschool Education College, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract; Student Volunteer Overseas Missionary Movement in America propelled the professional
progress of missionary teachers in China in the early twentieth century. To be a missionary overseas
was an educated woman’s career choice to break through the gender barriers in America. Female
missionaries — Miss Emily Susan Hartwell, Mrs. Elizabeth Fisher Brewster and Miss Bertha Harding
Allen, came to Fujian, China in the early period ( starting from 1880’s) to engage in public course
such as education and charity. The three cases are examined to explore how the women missionaries
promoted Fujian social public space to open to local Chinese women with the support of their national
power and professional knowledge.
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