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On the similarities and differences between Chinese and Hebrew flood myths

Tu Ping

(School of Humanities, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract ; Comparing the Chinese flood myth featuring Fuxi and Niiwa and the flood in Book of Gen-

esis, we assume that in both of the myths the first creation arose from the primitive matriarchal socie-

ty and the second from the patriarchal society. The flood is the divider whose function is to destroy

the matriarchal society and to found the patriarchal society. Floods in myths include natural floods

and cultural floods. The Chinese post-flood brother-sister marriage myths and the flood in Book of

Genesis are cultural floods, both of which are different from the big flood in history that submerged

the whole world and are irrelevant to the historical truth in them.

Keywords: flood myth; double creation ( the first and the second creations) ; the first two ancestors

worship; monotheism faith; cultural flood
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