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The theoretical cognition on the rhetorical context and practices in “Chuang Tzu”
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Abstract: Re-reading classical Chinese work “Chuang Tzu” reveals that Chuang Tzu had attained
extrodinary achivements in the theoretical cognition on rhetorical context and his rhetorical practices
over 2000 years ago. He claimed that rhetorical formulation should cater to the times and the social
environment, the rhetorical activities should vary with people and suit the psychology of the recep-
tors. He had a mature theoretical cognition and theorectical refinement and he himself put his cogni-
tion in his practices. Meanwhile, he consciously and creatively created vacant and dreaming contexts
for his discourse context to effectively communicate and disseminate his thoughts and ideas and had
skilled in his context designs. His theory on and practices in the rhetorical context will provide rich
traditional nutrition and resources for the construction of the contemporary context.
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