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Passive sentences in Jinjiang Minnan ( Southern Fujian) dialect

Lin Tiansong

(School of Humanities, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract: Jinjiang Minnan ( Southern Fujian) dialect is characterized by five passive markers Z,
khi?, i tho, f£tg, 5 ho, ik hai. % khi? can both be used in long passive sentences and short
passive sentences, which is different from other Minnan dialects in southern Fujian. % khi? is simi-
lar in meaning to Mandarin { bei, but is different in aspect markers, complement, dative and nega-
tion in VP of passive sentences. The other four markers can only be applied in short passive sen-
tences. J& tho and 5 ho , which are more ancient than % khi?, are dialectal variables. 5 ho of
Jinjiang Minnan dialect lacks of dative compared to that of Xiamen and Zhangzhou city, whereas i
hai can be used in passive and dative.

Keywords: Minnan ( Southern Fujian) dialect; Jinjiang; passive marker; historical stratum; com-

parative dialectology
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