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Translators’ making as viewed from ideology in translation: A case study of Giitzlaff
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(1. School of Humanities ,Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China;
2. College of Foreign Languages, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350117, China)

Abstract; By combing the translation activities of Giitzlaff, a German missionary introducing Christi-
anity to China in late Qing (Tsing) dynasty, it is maintained that the translation attempts of Giitzlaff
were conducted under the control of ideology via the idea of “God glorifies across China”. However,
his purposeful misconducts in translation has warned us that in the training of translators, the possi-
ble negative effect of ideology on the competence and professional ethics of a translator should never
be underestimated.
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A gay young man was fond of the society of
beautiful ladies, and very impudent and bold to gain

a sight of them. Once on a day he was walking out
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and perceived a very handsome lass, fair as a houri,
and according to his custom ran after her, and
trudged along her side for a considerable distance.
Instead of being coy, the nymph was very affable,
but the unfortunate swain, on fixing his eyes more
and more upon her smiling countenance, lost his
sight,and soon found himself in utter darkness; and
upon examining into this change, he perceived a
white spot, that had grown over his whole eye. He
spent several years in utter blindness to expiate for
his forwardness,and was not restored to sight, until
he had done penance, paid the priests theirs fees,
and prevailed upon them to intercede in his behalf
with the fairy, who had struck him blind. "'*’
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