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When the restraints disappear, the revelry launches:

A probe into carnivalization in Virginia Woolf’s “Between the Acts”

Ma Yanting

(School of Humanities, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract; The well-known British modernist female writer Virginia Woolf depicts both real life and

pageant in her last novel titled “Between the Acts” , presenting the British villagers’ life under the

threat of war. This paper, based on Bakhtin’s theory on carnivalization, analyses the carnivalesque

elements in “Between the Acts”, including the interaction between the pageant and the audience,

the parody in the pageant as well as linguistic play in the novel, which suggests the innovation of

form in Woolf’s novel in the changing society and her final efforts made in the improvement of British

literature as well as the arousal of the British people’s social responsibility.
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