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On Lin Shu’s literary accomplishments

Wu Yuming

(School of Humanities, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract: Lin Shu is a Fujian writer, who introduced “Western learning” in classical Chinese de-

spite that he did not learn English. His achievements has been regarded as a wonder of the transla-

tion arena. At the emergence of “Vernacular” Chinese (popular Chinese) , Lin Shu adhered to his

life-long love for the classical Chinese, which caused the debate on the two forms of Chinese and

made him alienated from the Chinese literary history. However, the harmonious marriage between

the classical Chinese and Western learning in Lin Shu’s works was widely praised, which contributed

significantly to the acknowledgement of “novels” in modern China and encountered unexpectedly a

new literary enlightenment.
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